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Abstract

I come today with a heartfelt plea from the world’s farmers to its environmentalists: “Please understand that high yield farming is mankind’s greatest humanitarian achievement while also its greatest environmental triumph.”

High-yield farming is the major factor in lowering both human death rates and human population growth rates — while minimizing the land required to feed each person. Because of this, we fully agree that humanity now has the capability of, and thus the responsibility for, saving the wildlife still on this planet. With population growth continuing — though at a declining rate — and the rapid spread of global affluence, there is only one viable strategy for conserving the world’s wildlife over the next 50 years: We must triple the food yields per acre on the current farmlands. But be of good cheer, we have accomplished the feat before.
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