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Workshop 
Objectives

Understand signature assignments

Examine examples

Evaluate signature assignments in existing 
courses

Brainstorm ideas for new signature 
assignments and potential for integrated 
learning



Why signature 
assignments?

• General Education Assessment

• Assess student learning aligned to outcomes

• Communities of Practice

• Focused Learning Improvement Projects

• General Education Assessment | 
Lindenwood University

• AAC&U Rubrics

• AAC&U Value Report 2017

https://www.lindenwood.edu/academics/support-resources/office-of-institutional-effectiveness/assessment/faculty-staff/general-education-assessment/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQzpZVeE_k90iLgrXUFPWP7zvC2mfArK/view?usp=sharing


What is a 
signature 
assignment?

Signature Assignments are projects that ask students to reflect on what they are 
learning, helping them to understand relationships between course material, 
broader learning outcomes, the community, and their own identity (McGrady, 2021)

Demonstrate and apply their proficiency in one or more key learning outcomes 
(AAC&U, n.d.). 

Synthesizing, analyzing, and applying cumulative knowledge and skills through 
problem- or inquiry-based assignments or projects (AAC&U. n.d.). 

Follows a theme across curricular and co-curricular experiences tied to the 
institutional mission or features of the surrounding community, allowing students 
to apply their growing knowledge and abilities to meaningful questions over time 
(AAC&U. n.d.). 

Involves “real-world” application, reflective writing, or collaborative work (AAC&U, 
n.d.). 



What is a 
signature 
assignment?

The most distinctive feature of signature assignments is the 
way programs integrate them across the educational 
pathway to help students demonstrate their growth, make 
connections across the curriculum and co-curriculum, and 
apply their knowledge to real world problems (Peden, 2015).

Peden (2015) also discuss three facets of signature work: 1. 
student agency; 2. integrative projects; 3. address big 
problems

May want to craft a definition for own campus (Egan et al., 
2018).



Aligning Signature Assignments

• Per Egan et al. (2018), Nebraska Wesleyan re-examined their senior capstone courses for 
signature ‘work’. This was their definition or list of outcomes: 

• Synthesize and integrate cumulative knowledge

• Apply learning and create new knowledge

• Work independently, bringing their own ideas to their work

• Present the results of the capstone work to an audience

• Meet rigorous professional and disciplinary standards

• Reflect on their own development



Aligning Signature Assignments

• According to Salt Lake Community College (n.d.), except for exams and quizzes, most of 
the kinds of assignments faculty already give in Gen Ed courses would meet the definition 
of a signature assignment. 

• For instance, any of the following--when accompanied by a few paragraphs of reflective 
writing--would be ideal for inclusion into an ePortfolio (see next slide):



• Essays, response papers, lab reports or research papers all tap discipline-specific knowledge (Learning Outcome #1) and effective 
communication (LO #2), and possibly quantitative literacy (LO #3) if the subject requires students to perform data analysis.

• Solution to a realistic Math problem that asks students to write about the process of solving the problem, the relevance of the 
problem, and/or the application of the problem-solving skill to other issues or areas of life. The problem addresses quantitative 
literacy (LO #3) and critical thinking (LO #4).

• Photos, graphics, or three-dimensional artwork can all be represented in an ePortfolio and likely address discipline knowledge (LO 
#1) and the creative aspects of critical thinking (LO #4).

• Service-learning or field study experiences clearly address discipline knowledge (LO #1). Service- learning addresses civic 
engagement, which is part of LO #5, and field studies might address any of the other learning outcomes.

• PowerPoints, spreadsheets, databases, and webpages can all be represented in--or linked to--the Gen Ed ePortfolio, and may tap 
any of the college-wide learning outcomes.

• Poetry, fiction, pamphlets, posters, and other forms of writing address discipline knowledge (LO #1) and the creative aspects of
critical thinking (LO #4).

• Products of group projects can be excellent signature assignments, allowing students to demonstrate the portion of LO #5 dealing
with the ability to “work with others in a professional and constructive manner” as well as any of the other learning outcomes.



Aligning Signature Assignments

• At UM-Flint (McGrady, 2021) In ENG 155: Reading Comics, students with creating their 
own six-panel comic strip. 

• The assignment becomes "signature" when students write a reflection paper after 
completing the project, discussing what they learned to make the comic possible, what 
they were proud of in the finished product, and the process they used to create their 
work. 



Aligning Signature Assignments

• Diverse Perspectives (ILO 2.5) Focused Learning Improvement Project created and revised 
signature assignments in courses aligned to this outcome.

• Dr. Torbitzky created the following assignments aligned to Diverse Perspectives

• Personal Values Essay: What are the five values/principles/standards that guide my life and 
choices?

• Visitation Essay: After students go on a site visit, they answer the following: Choose a value or 
tradition you learned about during this trip and explain how that particular value or activity is 
reflected in your own tradition.  What common values or action did you learn about during this 
trip?  What did you learn from this visit that connects to your own personal commitment to a 
religious or secular tradition?

• Three-Minute Thesis: Pick one of the chapters assigned for today. From whose viewpoint or 
perspective are we reading? What is the author's main point? What are the three strongest 
arguments given by the author to support that point? How reliable is the evidence 
given? How do we/you know it is or is not reliable?



Aligning Curriculum

• Connecticut College (n.d.) re-aligned curriculum to integrate their academic 
experience, including their general education and majors, into thematic pathways

• Thematic Inquiry: Every student must take a designated course that presents the 
theme and provides an overview of the Pathway. 

• Pathway Courses: These three courses, taken in a variety of departments and 
disciplines

• Global/Local Engagement: Each Pathway requires purposeful engagement in a 
local or international context (internship or community-based learning).

• Senior Reflection: Each Pathway provides an opportunity during the fall of the 
senior year to reflect on the different elements the Pathway, in the context of the 
overall undergraduate experience.



ILOs, Graduate Attributes, & Signature 
Assignments
• Adaptable Problem Solver.docx

• Responsible Citizen.docx

• Global Advocate.docx

• Lifelong Learner.docx

• Effective Communicator.docx

• Ethical Decision Maker.docx

• Analytical Thinker.docx

https://lindenwood0-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/relder_lindenwood_edu/EY3gKi_XdstMtzACiYZ2VZIBAwX-4ictv0OW1viv1q5fSQ?e=unvFV3
https://lindenwood0-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/relder_lindenwood_edu/EfCoq1-e-ptIpABzsqr_nLcBPe2xgP-ABn3WzBd49h_t5g?e=sFytLz
https://lindenwood0-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/relder_lindenwood_edu/EYTNm0cY089HoC6b8sURO98Bmukrt0Fpd2vQ2nSqPqnJKg?e=A1iUFS
https://lindenwood0-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/relder_lindenwood_edu/ESZxrpUhZg5IrTKPjfcVl4AB60knVgQSaNr77VwVQDD04A?e=6XKKnm
https://lindenwood0-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/relder_lindenwood_edu/Efz-FUGeynpMhlU7yGgEfiMBnYvfFWJivQRljovcDXXsiw?e=5JQeCY
https://lindenwood0-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/relder_lindenwood_edu/EYMx3zcMf9BAp_kZUjqGTEwByCBGTOhHNZaWz2e5h0wxEw?e=UvNhpd
https://lindenwood0-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/relder_lindenwood_edu/EdNB-MsMzTZBpevwz-MJJu0BpIfWhFgYVF0G7jb8sCW2NQ?e=VgrgQe
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