
Making the Most of Distance Education 

Vanessa Vandergraaf 



Distance Education?
United States Department of 

Education (ED)

The United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) 

● Educational process:

- Internet

- One or two way 

communication

- Audio Conferencing

- Other media to deliver 

instruction to students who 

are separated from the 

instructor

● Educational process:

- By a distant person from the    

student

- Communication between 

teachers and learners are 

through a mediator, whether 

electronic or printed



Commonalities 

Physical and/or 

geographical 

separation of 

educator and 

learner

Instruction 

delivered using 

multiple 

technologies



Eli hanging tough with the Basketball Team 



Eli chilling on the Congo River 



Eli and Laura in Republic of the Congo  



Opportunities

Implement changes

Pandemic

Dominated our collected 

lives 

Sudden Transition to 
Distance Education 

Record speed in 

March 



Student Health and 
Safety 

Student 
Assessment 

Student Learning 



Student Health and Safety 

Self- Care Check In Validate 



Student Learning 

Professional Vision 

● Shared Idea 

of Distance 

Education 

Collaborative Learning 

● Social Presence

● Teaching Presence

● Constructive 

Presence



Playposit 

Open Ended Questioning

https://api.playposit.com/player_v2/?type=share&bulb_id=450259


Virtual Learning Environment



Student Assessment 

Assess the 

Essentials 

Performance-Based



Considerations of Online Education 

DevelopBrevity 

Attend  


